Neuropsychological deficits, such as poor episodic memory, are consistent features of mild cognitive impairment and also that of early stage of dementia. The aim of the present study was to detect cognitive dysfunction among patients with Alzheimer's disease or with mild cognitive impairment (MCI), which refers to a transitional state between the cognition of normal aeging and mild dementia regarded as a high-risk condition for the development of clinically probable Alzheimer's disease (AD). Computerized tests of memory, attention and executive functions were studied in groups of AD subjects (n = 15) and MCI subjects (n = 25). On all measures, the performance of the AD group was significantly weaker compared to healthy individuals or to the MCI group. The performance of both the AD and MCI patients in the Paired Associate Learning test was significantly impaired, which may suggest that MCI patients are already in the early stages of the disease.
Introduction
Mild cognitive impairment (MCI) is a widely cited concept in clinical research on ageing-related cognitive disorder. Generally, it refers to subclinical complaints of memory functioning in elderly people, which are considered to have a high probability of evolving towards Alzheimer's disease (AD). Cognitive impairment without dementia is so common among elderly people that it has been regarded as an inevitable feature of the ageing process. Several clinical labels have been proposed to describe this end of the normal cognitive range, such as benign senescent forgetfulness (Kral, 1962) , age-associated memory impairment (Crook et al., 1986) , mild cognitive decline (ICD-10, 1993) , mild neurocognitive decline (DSM-IV, 1994), and mild cognitive impairment (Petersen et al., 1997; DeCarli, 2003) . Benign senescent forgetfulness was one of the earliest terms to denote a stable impairment, commonly featuring depressive symptoms (Kral, 1962) . On the other hand, ageassociated memory impairment refers to subjective complaints of memory loss in elderly people, verified by a decrease of at least one standard deviation (SD) in a formal memory test in comparison with means established for young adults (Crook et al., 1986) . This term was criticised by Levy and his colleagues, who found that age-associated memory impairment was a concept too restrictive in terms of the nature of the deficit and pointed out that cognitive impairment itself commonly occurs with other deficits. They proposed the term "ageing-associated cognitive decline" with a wider range of cognitive functions, such as attention, memory, learning, thinking, language and visuospatial function, and emphasized that it refers to an objective
